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CHAPTER 28

PUBLIC FORESTS
28.005 Definition. 28.08 Income.
28.01  Forestrysupervision. 28.10  County forests.
28.02  State forests lands. 28.11  Administration of county forests.
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28.06  Forest nurseries. 28.99  Parties to a violation.

28.07  Cooperation.

Cross-reference: See definitions in 24.01 4. To settle land title disputes.

5. To public utilities andcooperative associations when

28.005 Definition. “Department” when used in this chaptef,eegedfor power and telecommunications substations, trans
without other words of description ajualification means the t5rmers booster stations and similar installations.

departmenbf natural resources. 6. When no longer needed for conservation purposes.

28.01 Forestry supervision. The department shall execute . r(]‘?z 'fEfSEMENTS' J_he depar:mentdmay gr%?t e??en}entsafor
all matters pertaining to forestry within the jurisdictiontbe 9nt-of=wayfor public orprivate roads or public utility lines, or

state direct the management of state forests, collect data relatﬁ]gefaﬂowage rights where it finds that any such use atlésg

to forest use and conditions and advance the caugeresitry edlocation does not conflict with ti@anned development of
within the state theforest. Easements for public roads shall be granted for a nomi

nal sum; in all other cases the appraised value shall be required in

28.02 State forests lands. (1) DerINED. State forests lands payment.

includeall lands granted to the state by an act of congress entitled(6) CERTAIN LEASESFORBIDDEN. No leaseshall hereafter be

“An act granting lands to the state olSéénsin for forestry pur ISSuedor any existing lease extended or renewed by the depart
poses,”approved June 27, 1906; all lands donated to the stateBgton any unsurveyed and unattached islands in inland lakes
the Nebagamon Lumber Company for forestry purposes; all larfrth of the township line between townshgand 34 north, and
acquiredpursuant tahapter 450, laws of 190Ghapter 264, laws drantedto the state byn act of congress, approved August 22,
of 1905 chapter 638, laws of 191andchapter 639, laws of 191 1912, entitled “An act granting unsurveyed and unattached
or under ss1494-41 to 1494-62, 1915 stats., and all lands sub&andsto the state of Wconsin for forestrypurposes,” except that
quentlyacquired for forestry purposes. Unlesssiand is desig 1€ department may extend or renew any such leasegstence
natedas state forest lariy the department, state forest lands ddun€25, 1925, to public charitable, religioesjucational or other
notinclude lands granted to the state by an act of congress entiffgociationsiot oganizedfor profit, and except that the depart
“An act grantingunsurveyed and unattached islands to the st 2h5m2)6;1yiglxz:rfgg S;;gﬁnv%\i,c%ni);n Sbljrgt]/(lfnaesr?t'ss I[Ta?,)gsgggﬁe rﬁ]:gg 25,
of Wisconsin for forestry purposes,” approved August 22, 19127<>: | ' ; .
The department may designate as state forest lands any lapgiioy; 1977 ¢ 291983 a 1921963 a. 425.12, 1985 a. 36.42 1985 . 207
within state forest boundaries which were purchased with other

conservatiorfunds and where forestry would raunflict with a  28.03 State forests. (1) DerFINED. State forests shatbnsist
more intensive use. of well blocked areas of state owned lands whiate been estab

(2) AcquisiTion. The department may acquire lands or intefishedas state forests by the department.
estin lands by grantdevise, gift, condemnation or purchase (2) NAMED. The state forests are designated as follows:
within the boundaries of established state forests or purchasga) “American Legion State Forest” in Oneida County
areas;and outside of such boundaries for forest nurseries, tracts(b) “Brule River State Forest” in Douglas County
for forestryresearch or demonstration and for forest protection
structuresor for access to such propertieln the case of cen
demnationthe department shall firgtbtain approval from the
appropriatestanding committees of each house of the legislat
asdetermined by the presidindficer thereof.

(3) DisPosITIONOFIMPROVEMENTS. Buildings not required for
administrativeor other public use may be razed for salvage mate
rial. Otherwise they shall be sold. les. . )

(4) SALE OF STATE FORESTLANDS. (a) Landsutside state fer (f) “Point Beach State Forest” in Manitowoc County )
estboundaries may be sold pursuant 8315 (3) DEPARTMENTMAY NAME. The department may designate

(b) Lands within state foreibundaries may be sold pursuan y appropriate name any state forest not expressly named by the

to s.23.15 after public hearing in the county courthouse of thggislature.

countyin which the lands to be sold are located, following cla% 035 American Legion State Forest. (1) The state for
2 notices published, under @85, in the countyand in the dicial ot |cated in townships 38 and 39 north, ranges 7, 8 and 9 east,
statepapey for the fqllowmg purposes only: _ . OneidaCounty shall be named the American Legion State Forest.
1. To alocal uniof government when required for a public  (5) The gepartment shall enter into an agreement with the
use. _ _ Wisconsindepartment of the Americdregion for hunting in the
2. To others for the purpose of making land adjustments dygyteforest lands described as lots 3, 4, 6 and 7 of section 8 and lots
to occupancy resulting from errors of survey 2 and 3 of section 17, township 38 north, range 7 east, Oneida
3. To convey good qualifyarable land. County, which are used in connection with Camp American

(c) “Flambeau River State Forest” in SawyRusk and Price

counties.

re (d) “Kettle Moraine State Forest” in Sheboygan, Fond du Lac,
ashingtonWaukesha, Jédrson, Ozaukee andalorth coun

ties.

(e) “Northern Highland State Forest” iril®% and Iron coun
S.

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/28.005
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/28.01
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/28.02
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/28.03
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/28.035
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/28.04
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/28.05
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/28.06
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/28.07
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/28.08
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/28.10
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/28.11
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/28.20
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/28.21
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/28.22
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/28.23
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/28.99
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/24.01
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1903/450
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1905/264
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1905/264
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1911/638
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1911/639
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/23.15
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/23.15
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/ch.%20985
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/192
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/423
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/423,%20s.%2012
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/30
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/30,%20s.%2042
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/297
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/297,%20s.%2076
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/16

28.035 PUBLIC FORESTS Updated 99-00Wis. Stats. Database 2

Legionand which the Legion is now maintaining on this location (c) In managing the state forests, the department shall-recog
as a restoration camfor sick and disabled veterans and theinize that management may consist of both active and passive tech
dependents. nigues.

(3) Camp AMERICAN LEGION. (a) The written lease entered (3) STATE FORESTPLANS. (&) The department shall prepare a
into between the Wconsin state department of the Americaplanfor each state forest that describes how the fisgst will be
Legion and the department of natural resources dated Iine managed.The department shall work with the public to identify
1944, which leases Camp American Legion foperiod of 10 propertygoals and objectives that are consistent with the purposes
yearscommencing Jung, 1944, shall continue in full force for anundersub.(2). The department shall identify in each plan the
additional10 years, and may be renewed for additional 10-ye@jectivesof management for distinct areas of the state forest.
periods thereafter notwithstandingthe expiration of the term  (b) The department shall establish procedures for the prepara
expressedherein, so long as thiisconsin state department of thetion and modification otthese plans, including procedures for
AmericanLegion or any of the American Legion postgamized public participation. In preparing and modifying plans under this
unders.188.08maintains on such properjructures which were subsectionthe department shall use the best available inferma
constructegrior to May 31, 1956, at the expense of tHieddhsin tion regarding the purposes and benefitthefstate forests that the
statedepartment ofhe American Legion or any such post, for thelepartmengacquires through inventories, evaluations, monitoring
purposeof the rehabilitation, restoration or recreation of veteramgd research. In evaluating such information, the department
andtheir dependents of the Spanish—American tisr Philippine shall consider both regional and local scales, including the impact
insurrectionthe Mexican border service,dd Wars | and Il, the onlocal economies. As new informatibecomes available, the
Koreanconflict, the \fetnam war and Grenada, Lebanon, Pardepartmenshall adapt its managementtbé state forest and, if
ama,Somalia or a Middle East crisis unde#5.34 necessarythe plan for the state forest.

(b) The ownership of all of the buildings and equipment of theHistory: 1995 a. 257 _ o
campshal revert to the state upon the discontinuance ofise IedParment bas o autortydonstiuctspectator sport s 1 sate for
thereoffor such purposes. On or before Januargfi€ach year

the department of the American'Legion shall file with gwver 25 05 Timber sales; state forests. (1) LimiTaTions. Cut
nor, thedepartment of veterandaifs and the department of natu ting shall be limited to trees marked or designated for cultjing
ral resources a written report of the operatiand the financial 3 forester in the professional series of the state classified civil ser
statusof the camp. vice or by a department-designated employee equally qualified
a 3"'55;01%’5112%féé6fglg§2°-12695-537; 1977 c. 2201979 ¢. 341983 2. 4301987 Ky regson of long, practical experience. The department may sell
' ' ' productsremoved in cultural or salvage cuttings and standing tim
berdesignated in timber sale contracts, but all sales shall be based
this section: ontree scale or on the scale, measure or couheafut products.
g . . . T{1edepartment may require that a perpanchasing products or
(a) “Biological diversity” means the variety and abundance Qf,ndingtimber under a timber sale contract provide surety for the
speciestheir genetic composition, and the communities, €€0Sys,ner performance othe contract either directly or through a
temsand landscapes in which they occtiological diversity” pondfurnished by aurety company authorized to do business in
alsorefers to the variety of ecological structures, functions angls siate.
process:feat any O.f tljese levels. o (2) ProcEDURE. Sales of cut products or stumpage having an
(b) “Community” meansan assemblage of species livinGystimatedvsalue of $3,000 or more shall bg public sale after 2
togetherin a particular area, time and habitat. publicationsof a classified advertisement announcing the sale in
(c) “Ecological capability” means the potential of an area t@newspapehaving general circulation in the county in which the
supportor develop one or more communities through managgmber to be sold is located. Sales with an estimated value of
ment, with the potential being dependent on the aredgiotic $3,0000r more requires approval by the secretary
attributesits flora and fauna, its ecological processes and disturHistory: 1989 a. 791999 a. 9
banceswithin and upon the area. Althoughthe DNR haswthority to sell firewood, there is no requirement that it do

. T . so. 71 Atty. Gen. 23
(d) “Native” means indigenous to the area or region. Y

(e) “Sustainable forestry” means the practicendnaging 28.06 Forest nurseries. (1) LimiTarion. Only planting
dynamic forest ecosystems tprovide ecological, economic, stockof species and sizes suitable for forest and woodlot planting
socialand cultural benefits for present and future generationsandfor planting by schoogpupils to celebrate arbor day under s.

(2) PURPOSESAND BENEFITSOFSTATEFORESTS. (@) The depart 118.025shall be produced in state forest nurseries. The depart
ment shall manage thetate forests to benefit the present anhent may employ labor at prevailing local wages for nursery
future generations of residents of this state, recognizing that therationor reforestation.
stateforests contribute to local and statewide economies aad to (2) DistriBUTION. In addition to usef planting stock on state
healthy natural environment. The departmetiall assure the lands, the department may distribute stock for growing forest
practiceof sustainable forestry and use it to assure that state figfoducts,for establishing windbreaks or shelterbelts, for control
estscan provide a full range of benefits for presamd future gen  of soil erosion, and for game food or coumit not for ornamental
erations. The department shall also assure that the managemsniandscape planting except by school pupils celebraibgr
of state forests is consistent with the ecological capability of thay. Prices of planting stock shall be approwuthually by the
state forest land and with the long-term maintenancisthin  departmengand shall be based on the total cosadrinistering
ableforestcommunities and ecosystems. These benefits inclughe forest nursery program under this section, including the cost
soil protection, public hunting, protection wfater quality pro-  of processing applications and producing, packaging and distrib
duction of recurring forest products, outdoor recreatioative uting nursery stock.To encourage forest planting, free stock may
biological diversity aquatic and terrestrial wildlife, and aesthetbe allotted to any nonprofit ganization or any school for the cele
ics. The range of benefits provided by the department in each statationof arbor day under 418.025
forestshall reflect its unique character and position in the regional (2m) SURCHARGE. A persorwho purchases a seedling under
landscape. sub.(2) shall payin addition to theprice of the seedling chged

(b) In managing the state forests, the department shall-recagdersub.(2), a surchage of one cent for each seedling pur
nize thatmot all benefits under p&ga) can or should be provided chased. All surchages collected under this subsection shall be
in every area of a state forest. depositedn the conservation fund.

28.04 Management of state forests. (1) DerINITIONS. In

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/188.08
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/45.34
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/164
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%20537
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/224
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/34
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/430
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/399
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/399
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/2
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/165
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/16
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/28.04(2)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/28.04(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1995/257
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1989/79
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1999/9
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/oag/vol71-23
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/118.025
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/118.025
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/28.06(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/28.06(2)

3 Updated 99-00Wis. Stats. Database PUBLIC FORESTS 28.11

(3) EXCHANGE, SALE OR PURCHASE. For the purpose @fdjust agenciedfor the use of the county forests for natural resources
ing forest planting programshe department may exchange stockesearch.
with, sell stock to or purchase stock from a copafyotherstate  (f) Establish transplant nurseries for growing seedlings, from
or the U.S. forest service. the state forest nurseries, todar size for planting in county for

(4) ResALEOFNURSERYSTOCK. Any person who sells forestry ests,but no ornamental or landscag®ck shall be produced in
stock secured fronthe department shall forfeit not more tharsuchnurseries.

$100. (g) Establish forest plantations and engage in silviculture, for
(5) ForreITURES. Any person who uses planting stock whiclestmanagement and timber sales.

heor she knows was produced in state forest nurseries for any pur(h) Engage in other projects designed to achigptmum

poseother than those specified in siB) or for ornamental or geyelopmenbf the forest.

landscapeplantingexcept as specified in sul2) shall forfeit not

morethan $500.

16History: 1975 c. 3651981 c. 591983 a422 1985 a. 1531987 a. 271993 a.

(i) Enter into leases or agreements, for terms not exceeding 10
years,to explore and prospect for ore, minerals, gas onpmh
any county forest lands. These leases or agreements shall contain
proper covenants to safeguard the public interests in the lands
28.07 Cooperation. The department may cooperate with th#volved and to guard against trespas®l waste. The county
University of Wisconsin System, with departments and agenciggard shall require proper security to ensure that the person
of this or other states, with federal agencies and eotimties, engagedn exploration or prospecting fully inforntise county of
towns, corporations and individuals, to promote the best interegtery discovery ofore, minerals, gas or oil and restores the land
of the people and the state in forest survegsearch in forestry surfaceto an acceptable condition and valu@df discovery of
andrelated subjects, forest protection and in assistance to lamaluable deposit is made or if county forest lands are not with
ownersto secure adoption of better forestry practice. drawnfrom entry under this section. Before a lease or agreement

History: 1985 a. 13 underthis paragraph is ffctive, approvabf the lease or agree

mentby the department is required. If the department finds that

28.08 Income. Allincome from state forest lands shall be paithe proposedease or agreement fully complies with the law and

into the state treasury to the credit of the conservation fund. containsthe proper safeguards, it shall approve the lease oragree
History: 1977 c. 418 ment.

(i) Enterinto leases for the extraction of valuable deposits of
re,minerals, gas or oil upon any county forest land. If the extrac
n canbe accomplished without permanentlfeafing the sur
faceof the land, extraction leases may be entered into and-extrac
. . tion may occur while the langemains county forest lands. If the
28.11 Administration of county forests. (1) PURPOSE. exiractioncannot be accomplished without permanenfigaing
The purpose of thisection is to provide the basis for a permanegig syrface of the land, extraction may not commence until the
program of county forests and to enable and encouriBe |34 s withdrawn as county foretand. Before an extraction
planneddevelopment and management of the county forests } Bseunder this paragraph isfettive, approval of the lease the
optimumproduction of forest products together with recreationg partments required. '
opportunitieswildlife, watershed protection and stabilizatioh (k) Establish eney conservation projecishich permit ind

streamflow, giving full recognition to theoncept of multiple-use . ;
to assure maximum public benefits: to protect the public rightddual members of the public to remove up to 10 standard cords
wood without chage from county forest lands for individual

interestsand investmentm such lands; and to compensate th

countiesfor the public uses, benefits and privileges these lang@Mmeneating purposes. The county board shall limit removal of
provide:all in a manner which will provide a reasonateieenue Wood for enegy conservation projects to wood that is unsuitable
to the tc;wns in which such lands lie. for commercial sale. The county board may require a permit to

(2) DeriNeD.  “County forests” include all county landsremovewood for enegy conservation projects and may gea

Y fee for the permit to administer projectstablished under this
engerﬁdmder a}nddpa[jtlmpatlng ;nder dﬁ.onfOctobetr) 21363’ E&ragraph.A county board shall restrict participation in projects
andall county lands designated as county forests by the COULY,jishedinder this paragraph tesidents, as defined under s.
boardor the forestry committee and entered under the county fg/@

28.10 County forests. The county board of any county may,
by resolution establish a county public forest and acquire land
tax deed or otherwise for that purpose.

est law and designated as “county forest lands” or “coun .001(69), but may not restrict participation to residents of the

special-uséands” as hereinafter provided. ounty.

(4) ENTRY OF COUNTY FORESTLANDS. (a) A county may file
(3) POWERSOF COUNTY BOARD. The county board of any SUChwith the department an application for entrycouinty—owned

countymay: _ o land under this section. Such application shall include the descrip
(a) Enact an ordinance designating a committdgave chaie  tion of the land and a statement of the purposes for which the lands

of the county forests and specifying the powers, duties, progge pest suited. Upon the filing of such application the department

duresand functions of such committee. The members of sughy)| investigatethe same and it may conduct a public hearing

committeeshall be appointed pursuant t68.13and may include thereonif it deems it advisable to do so at such time and place as
well-qualifiedresidents of the county who are not members of thesges fit.

county board. _ (b) If after such investigation the department finds that the
(b) Establish regulations for the use of the county forests by {§gqs constitute a well blocked county forest uait that they

public and to provide penalties for their enforcement. block in with other established county forest laads! are other

~ (c) Appropriate funds for the purchase, development, protegise suitable for the purposes of this section it shall make an order

tion and maintenance of such forests and to exchange otbeentry designating such lands county forest lands. All county

county—ownedands for the purpose obnsolidating and bloek |andsentered under and participating under&hon October 2,

ing county forest holdings. 1963 shall be designated “county fordahds” without further
(d) Enterinto cooperative agreements with the department forderof entry
protectionof county forests from fire. (c) If the department finds that the lands are not suited primar

(e) Establish aesthetimanagement zones along roads arnity for timber productiorand do not otherwise qualify for entry
waters and enter into long—term cooperative leases and- agrgelerpar (b) but that they are suitable for scenic, outdoor recre
mentswith the department and other state agencies or fedegdlon, public hunting and fishing, water conservation and other
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multiple—usepurposes it shall make an order of emtegignating cutting by qualifiedpersonnel recognized as such by the depart
suchlands as “county special-use lands”. ment.

(d) A copy of theorder of entry shall be filed with the county  (b) Procedures. 1. Any timber sale with an estimated value
clerk and the county forestry committee, and the order shadl of $3,000 ormore shall be by sealed bid or public sale after publi
berecorded with the register of deeds. cationof a classified advertisement announcing the sale in & news

(e) From and after thiling of such order of entrhe lands paperhaving general circulation in the countywhich the timber
therein describedshall be “county forest lands” or “countyto be sold is located. Any timbeale with an estimated value
special-uséands”, as the case may lasd shall so remain until below$3,000 may be made without prior advertising. Any timber
withdrawn as hereinafter provided. salewith an estimated value of $3,000 or more requires approval

(f) The department may constractd use forest fire lookout Of the secretary
towers, telephone lines and fire lanes or other forest protection 2. Timber sales shall be subject to presale appraisals by quali
structureson any lands entered under this section and the coufigd personnel recognized as sumhthe department to establish
clerk of suchcounty shall execute any easement on or over sugtnimumsales value. Appraisal methods and procedures shall be
landswhich the department may require for foqasitection. The approvedoy the department.
generalpublic shall enjoy the privilege of entering such lands for 3. No merchantable wood products may bearuainy lands
the purpose of hunting, fishing, trapping amtther recreation pur enteredunder this section unless a cutting notice on foiums
suitssubject to such regulation and restrictions as may be-estaighedby the department is filed with and approwydhe depart
lishedby lawful authority ment. Any unauthorized cutting shall render the county liable to

(5) MANAGEMENT. (@) A comprehensive county forest landhe state in an amount equal to double the stumpage value of the
useplan shall beorepared for a 10-year period by the county focut products which amount shall be paid by the county to the state.
estry committee with the assistance of technical personnel frdfnthe county does not pay the amount of such petwttye state,
the department and other interested agencéy shall be thedepartment may withhold such amount from future staie
approvedby the county board and the department. The plan shalbutionsto the county
includeland use designations, land acquisition, forest protection, 4. Within 90 days after completion of any cutting operation
annualallowable timber harvests, recreational developmésts, (includingtimber trespass) but not more than 2 years after filing
and wildlife management activities, roads, silvicultural operahe cutting notice, the county shall transmit to the department on
tions and operating policies and procedures; it shall includetgms furnished by the department, a report of merchantable wood
completeinventory of the countforest and shall be documentedyroductscut. The department may conduct such investigations on
with maps, records and priorities showing in detail the varioggper cutting operations as it deems advisable, including the

projectsto be undertaken during the plan period. The plan may|ding of public hearingshereon, and may assess severance
includean application for aids under23.09 (17m) The applica  sharepayments accordingly

tion will be considered an annual application for these aids during
the 10—year period of the plan. The initial plan shall be completgg
within 2 years from October 2, 1963 and may be revised ascha\ﬂ

ing conditions require and shall be revised upon expiratidheof underthis section: the sums previously received in the fofm

plan period. four—fifths severance tax collected pursuant t6/506 (5) 1961
(b) An annual work plan and budget based upon the Cempggys -the sums received as forestry fund severance share under
hensiveplan shall be prepardsy the county forestry committee s section; and theums previously reimbursed to the state on

with the assistance of a forester of the departniginé plan shall ithdrawnlands pursuant to 88.12 (4) 1961 statsWhenever
includeaschedule of compartments to be harvested and a "StFPl%forestry fund account of any county shows an overpayment of
by location of management projects for the forthcoming.yé&ar

> h . . suchseverance tax or severance share dsiioé 30 of any year
addition the plan shall include other multiple-use projects wh y Y&

: g . X ffe department shall return such overpayment to the coufity
appropriate. A budget, listing estimated expenditures for worke\erancdaxes previously paid by any county and deposited in
projects,administration and protectiaf the forest, shall accom %

. he general fund shall be creditedttee forestry fund account of
panythe annual plan both to be submitted to the county board RE county If such credit exceeds the balance thuthe forestry

approvalat the November meeting. fund account from such countihe overpayment shall be credited
(5m) GRANTS FORCOUNTY FORESTADMINISTRATORS. (&) The o the county and applied in lieu of future severance sharem due

departmentmay make grants, from the appropriation under ge state until the county account is balanced.

20.370(5) (bw), to counties having lands entered under ¢4b. (8) STATE CONTRIBUTION. (a) Acreage payments. As soon

to fund all of the following for one professional forester in th fter April 20 of each year as feasible, the department shall pay to

posit.io.n of county foresadministrator or assistant county fores achtown treasurer 30 cents per acre, based cadieage of such

administrator: landsas ofthe preceding June 30, as a grant out of the appropria

(7) CounTy FORESTCREDIT. The department shall set up an
countfor each county showing the lands entered; the sums pre
gusly paid under s28.14 1961 stats.; the sums hereafter paid

1. Up to 50% of the forester salary tion made by s20.370 (5) (bv)on each acre of county lands
. 2. Up to 50% of the forestexr fringe benefits, except that theenteredunder this section.
fringe benefits may not exceed 40% of the foréstsalary (b) Forestry fund account. 1. A county having established and

(b) The department may not make a grant under this subsectitaintaininga county forest under this section is eligible to receive
for a year for which the department has not approved the annfuain the state from the appropriations und&0s370 (5) (bgpand
work plan that was approved by the county board under(Sub. (bs)an annual payment as a noninterest bearing loan to be used for
(b). The department may not base the amount of a ceugtgnt  the purchase, development, preservation and maintenance of the
onthe acreage of the coursyforest land. countyforest lands and theayment shall be credited to a county

(6) TIMBER SALESAND CULTURAL CUTTINGS. (@) Limitations. accountto be known as the county forestry aid fund. A county
The county forestry committee is authorizedsell merchantable boardmay by a resolution adopted during the year and {rans
timber designated in timber sale contracts and products removetited to the department by December 31, request to receive a
in cultural or salvage cuttings. No timber sale contract is requineaymentof not more than 50 cents for each acre of land entered
for wood removed under suf8) (k). All timber sales shall be and designated as “county forest land”. The departnséat|
based on tree scale or on the scale, measure or count of theeiewthe request and approve the request if the request is found
products;ithe Scribner Decimal C log rule shall be upeldg scal  to be consistentvith the comprehensive county forest land use
ing. All cuttings shall be limited to trees marked or designated fptan. If any lands purchased from the fund are sold, the county
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shall restore the purchase price to the county forestry aid furstharepayment shall not exceed the balance due in the forestry
The department shall pay the county the amount due to it on ofund account of the county

beforeMarch 31 of each yeabased on the acreage of the lands (c) No severance share payment is required for wood removed
asof the preceding June 30. If the amounts in the appropriatighsm county forest lands for ergr conservation projects estab
unders.20.370 (5) (bgpnd(bs)are not sificient to pay all of the  |ished under sub(3) (k).

amountsapproved by thelepartment under this subdivision, the (d) Of the gross receipts from all timber sales on the county for

department shall pay eligible counties on a prorated basis. ests10%shall be paid annually by the county to the towns having

2. The department may allot additional interest fagestry  county forest lands on the basis of acreage of such lanttein
aid loans on a project basis irdividual counties to permit the towns.

countiesto undertake meritoriouand economically productive
forestryoperations, including land acquisitions. These addi@i_o_ngtlj
aidsmaynot be used for the construction of recreational facilitieg) ji-ationto the department to withdraw lands entered under this
or fgr _fls?hand game mzénagefment projeﬁﬁpgcgt'?ﬁ Sga” bf seﬁtion. The county board shall first refer the resolution to the
madein the manner and on 1orms prescribed by the Gepartmedt, v forestry committee which shall consult with an authorized
andspecify the purpose for which the additional aids will be usef];

The department shall make an investigation as it deems neces &esentatlveaf the department in formulating its withdrawal

to satisly isel tha the projet feasible desirable and consisterfy G0 iay afier such feferral o unil the report theréon of the
with the comprehensive plan. If the department so finds, it m

makeallotments in such amounts as it determines to be reasonal gstry committee has been filed with the boagiich applica

ff shall include the land description and a statement of the rea
andproper and chge the allotments to the forestry fund accou . L b
of the county These allotments shall beedited by the county to "Consfor withdrawal and any restrictions or other conditions of use

- L ttachedo the land proposed for withdrawal. Upite filing of
the county forestry aid fund. After determining the loans chapplication the department shall investigate the samé and
refczﬁlredunde{ subdl., th_etdgparérgzegtsiréaég;n&kehth&ée;r;alnd ay conduct a public hearindpereon if it deems it advisable at
of the amounts appropriated un 2 gpnd(bs)for . . . g
that fiscal year available for loans under this subdivision. Thl%IChtIme and place as it sees fit. If requested by the county in writ

. o g the department shall hold a public hearing. During the course
ggg%;ﬂ:ﬂﬁﬂijﬁt? srggkse7|8 6(‘2;' (%Tgﬁgtglj)subdlwsmn ftoen of its investigation the department shall make an examinafion

. the characteof the land, the volume of timhemprovements and

3. All payments made under this paragraph shall be knowngg, other special valueand in the case of withdrawal for the pur
the “forestry fund account”. ~ poseof sale to any purchaser other than the state or a local unit of

(9) COUNTY FORESTSEVERANCESHARE. (a) Except as provided governmenit shall establish a minimum value on the lands to be
under pars. (b) and (c), on timber cut from lands entered asvithdrawn. In making its investigation the department shall give
“county forest lands” the county shall pay a severance shawat of full weight and consideration the purposes and principles set
lessthan 20% of the actual stumpage sales vafke timber A forth in sub.(1) and it shall also weigh arabnsider the benefits
higherrate of payment may be appliatien agreed upon by theto the people of the state as a whole, as well as to the céronty
departmentind the county When cuttings done by the county the proposed use against the benefits accruing to the people of the
andtimber is not sold or is sold as cut forest products the severaggfeas a whole and to the county under the continued entry of
shareshall be 20% ofhe severance tax schedule ifeefunder sych lands. If thelepartment finds that the benefits after with
S.77.06 (2) drawal outweigh the benefits undeontinued entry and that the

(ag) The severance share paid by a county to the state shaldmelswill be put to aetter and higher use it shall make an order
creditedto theforestry fund account of the county and shall beithdrawing such lands from entrnptherwise it shall deny the
dividedinto 2 payments as follows: application. If the application is denied the county board may by

1. Anacreage loan severance share payment that is equdPg®lutionadopted by not less than two-thirds ofnitsmbership
the productof multiplying the amount of the severance share pa@Ppealto a review committee. The department shall submit the
by the county by the percentage of the balance due in the fore§iglings of its investigation and of any hearing a proposed
fund account of the countat is attributable to loans made undewithdrawal to the committee which shall be composed of one
sub.(8) (b) 1. memberappointed by the county boagdbmitting the application

2. A project loan severance share payment that is equal to ffgWithdrawal; one member from another county whichlaad
productof multiplying the amount of the severance share paid fprolledunder the county forest lathis member to be appointed

the county by the percentagé the balance due that is attributabl@y the governor and to behairperson of the review committee;
to loans made under sui8) (b) 2. onemember appointed by the departmenmie member appointed

by the Universityof Wisconsin from the college of agriculture;

. - . .~ and a 5th member to be selected by unanimous vote of the
depositedn the conservation funaind credited to the appropria : 2 Lo
tion under s20.370 (5) (bg)and the project loan severance sha%lIO pointedmembers or by the governor if they failachieve una

LV . mity. This committee by majority vote shall, within 60 days
?Oa%’hrge;;ag%”ﬂgﬁ Odneﬁﬁzléidg(l)ngfgg E:g)n f’s&\)/amm and credited afterreceiving the findings of the department, either approve the

. . , applicationfor withdrawal if it finds the proposed use to be of a
(ar) 1. Notwithstanding £0.001 (3) (c)if the sum of the 4 eatemenefit considering all losses and benefits to the people of

unencumberethalances in the appropriations undét(‘s37_0 () the state as a whole, as well as to the people of the coustyall

(ba), (bt) and(bu) exceeds $400,000 on June 30 of any fiscal yeqkqyisionallydeny the application giving specific reasons why it

theamount in excess of $400,000 shall lapse from the appropiags the proposal deficient and making any suggestionsfas

tion under s20.370 (5) (bq}o the conservation fund, except sy the application to reduce the confiadtthé proposed use with
providedin subd.2.

h ] ) ) the public interest. If the committee approvesithdrawal it shall

2. Notwithstanding s20.001 (3) (c) if the amount in the ngtify the county board of itspproval stating, as necessaye
appropriationunder s.20.370 (5) (bq)is insuficient for the cific procedures to be followed by the county relatinguch
amountthat must lapse undsubd.1., the remainder that is neees withdrawal. The county board may then by a resolution approved
sary for the lapse shall lapse from the appropriation under § not less than two~thirdsf its membership, withdraw the lands
20.370(5) (bu) from the county forest law and shall sermpiesof this resolution

(b) No severance share payment is required if tisame bal  to the department and to the county registededds who shall
ance due in the forestry fund account of the couAtgeverance recordthe same. If the committee provisionally denies the pro

(11) WitHDRAWALS. (a) The county board may by resolution
optedby not less than two-thirds of its membership make

(am) The acreage loan severance shmagments shall be
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posedwithdrawal it may consider an amended application forCountyboards cannot sell @xchange county forest lands without first withdraw
withdrawal upon presentation of the application and supportirigf them from the county forest program under sub). (56 Aty Gen. 109.

information, or it may require additional investigation of theyg oq Community forests. Any city, village, town or school
amendedapplication by the department before reconsidering tigstrict may acquire land, engage in forestry and appropriate funds
application. Any additional investigation shall include additionator such purpose. The forest property may be located outside the
public hearings if requesteal either the countylepartment or by city, village, town or school district limits.
the committee. History: 1985 a. 2181993 a. 246

(b) If the application is approved the county shall reimbur:
the state the amounts previously paid to the county purgoan
sub.(8) (b) which reimbursement shall be creditedhe county
forestryfund account; except that the departnmeay waive all

or part of such reimbursement if it finds that the lands are-wit ;
drawnfor a higher public use or that the amount of such +ei lans. No trees shall beut except those marked or designated for

bursementis unreasonable when compared to the value of tﬁgtt'ng by a state foresteiProducts of the forest may be devoted

land. If the departmertias waived any portion of such reimburse a’public use.

mentand if at any subsequent time the land ceases to be usedfb> Timber sales: community forests. Any timbersale

the purpose designated in the application for withdrawal, the filby 3 community forest shall be based on the scale, measure or
amountof reimbursement due the forestry fund account on thgntof the cut products. Any timber sale with an estimated value
landswithdrawn shall immediately become due and payable to t§€$3 000 or more shall be by public sale after 2 publications of
departmentand shall be credited to the forestry fumttount, 5 classified advertisement announcing the sale in a newspaper

unlessthedepartment finds and determines that the lands will CORayinggeneral circulatioin the county in which the timber to be
tinue to be put to another higher public use in which case paymeygfis iocated.

of such reimbursement may be deferred by the departm@amgo  History: 1989 a. 791999 a. 9

asthe lands ardevoted to a higher public use. If payment is not ) )

madeprior to the time of the next forestry aid payment to thé8.23 Income. All income from communityorests shall be
county,forestry aid payments in an amount to be determined Bgid into the treasuryout may be assigned to the support of any
the department shall be withheld until the amotué the forestry l€gally authorized activity

fund account is reimbursed.

%E‘B.Zl Management. Any municipality by registering its for
estwith the department, shall be eligible to receive free planting
stock from the state forest nurseries and the services of foresters
'W preparing and carrying out planting and forestnagement

12) E If at time it to the depart 8.99 Parties to aviolation. (1) Whoever is concerned in
(12) EnForcemenT. If atany time it appears to the departmeng,q oo mmission of a violation of this chapter for which a forfeiture
thatthe lands are not being managed in accordance withebis g jmposed is principal and may be chged with and convicted
tion it shall so advise the county forestry committee andaety  the violation although he or she did not directly commit it and

clerk. If the condition persists thdepartment may proceedgthoygh the persowho directly committed it has not been eon
againstthe persons responsible for such noncompliance under&ted of the violation.

30.03 (4) . (2) A person is concerned in the commission of the violation
(13) Review. All orders ofthe department made under thisf the person:

sectionmay be reviewed under £27.52t0 227.58 (a) Directly commits the violation;
History: 1971 c. 2151975 c. 3%.734 1975 c. 3421977 c. 291979 c. 34ss. . S .

72310725, 2102 (39) (41983 a. 271983 a. 103.304 1983 a. 42452 to5; 1985 (b) Aids and abets the commission of it; or

a.29ss.655ceto655cg 3202 (39)1985 a. 183.57;1987 a. 271989 a. 3179; 1993 (C) Is a partyto a Conspiracy Wlth another to Commit |t or

a. 16,184, 301; 1995 a. 27201; 1997 a. 237248, 1999 a. 9 . . .
A county forest withdrawal appeal review committee under slip(€}lis not state adv!seshlres or counsels or otherwise procures another te com
agency;its decisions, therefore, are not reviewable under ch. 227. Allameau mit it.

County,98 Wis. 2d 103295 N.W2d 218(Ct. App. 1980). History: 1975 c. 365

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/28.11(8)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/30.03(4)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/227.52
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/227.58
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/215
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/39
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/39,%20s.%20734
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/342
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/34
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/34,%20s.%20723
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/34,%20s.%20725
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/34,%20s.%202102
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/27
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/192
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/192,%20s.%20304
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/424
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/424,%20s.%202
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/424,%20s.%205
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/29,%20s.%20655ce
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/29,%20s.%20655cg
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/29,%20s.%203202
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/182
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/182,%20s.%2057
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/27
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1989/31
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1989/79
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/16
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/16
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/184
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/301
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1995/27
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1995/201
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1997/237
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1997/248
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1999/9
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/98%20Wis.%202d%20103
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/295%20N.W.2d%20218
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/218
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/246
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1989/79
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1999/9
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/365

